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BUSINESS NEWSLETTER 
Year VII – N° 02/10 #  February 2010 

 
 
Dear friends, 
 
 
 
A new year has started. Belgium will take up the ro tating presidency of the EU in July. In the meantim e, 

the economic perspectives are becoming clearer. Thi s month I am happy to see that Vas Reserve Ltd star ted 
importing the famous Belgian mineral water Spa to B ulgaria. In March, Belgian companies will be presen t at the 
Bulgaria Building week. Concerning the Bulgarian Be lgian Luxemburg Business Club I have the pleasure t o 
announce you that we will have a business lunch on Thursday 11 February with Minister of Finance Simeo n 
Diankov as guest speaker .  

 
 
Regards, 
 
Marc Michielsen   

The famous SPA water comes to Bulgaria 

Good news for the lovers of SPA, the Belgian mineral water from the town with thermal baths 
that gave its name to all the other “spas” in the world. Sofia-based Vas Reserve Ltd  has started 
importing SPA in the summer of 2009 and in the meanwhile has become the official representative of 
Spadel Belgium (www.spadel.com), the leader of mineral water on the Benelux Market. The Spa 
“Reine” water is distributed directly by Vas Reserve to exclusive hotels, restaurants and clubs, such as: 
Planet Bar de Luxe, Tiffany Bar & Dinner, Club Privee Lounge, hotel Greenville, Hilton hotel, etc. The 
legendary mineral water is also for sale in important food chains in the big cities. Vas Reserve Ltd, who 
co-sponsored the latest Belgian culinary festival ath the Hilton, invests in real estate and wine 
production. The distribution of Spa brings them one step closer to the company motto: “Your luxury 
living in Bulgaria is our main goal”. For further info, please contact Valeria Doychinova, 
valeria.doychinova@vasreserve.com.  

 
 

Bulgaria Building Week. 
 

The 10th specialized exhibition BULGARIA BUILDING W EEK will take place from the 9th to 13th of 
March 2010  at the Inter Expo Center in Sofia. The exhibition is a place of exchange and discovery for investors, 
architects, construction engineers, owners of commercial chains and warehouses from the Bulgaria and abroad. 
More than 900 exhibitors and subexhibitors are expected to participate on 18 000 sq. m. In 2009, more than 15.000 
people visited the exhibition. AWEX-Sofia will participate with an information stand n hall 3 (number 3A10) to 
represent Walloon construction companies. Awex is looking at the future business opportunities and partnerships 
on the Bulgarian market in an economically difficult year. For further information please contact AWEX office: 
sofia@awex.bg  tel. 02 9797435 
 
 

WIZZ AIR introduces web ckeck-in for Sofia Airport flights  

The low-cost Wizz Air company, which operates a number of flights from Bulgaria, has introduced its new web 
check-in service, accessible for all departing flights from Sofia and ten more airports. Web check-in is now available 
on all flights departing from Brussels Charleroi, Budapest, Eindhoven, Gdansk, Frankfurt Hahn, Glasgow Prestwick, 
Hamburg Lübeck, Katowice, London Luton, Paris Beauvais, Poznan, Prague, Sofia, Turku, Warsaw, 
Weeze/Dusseldorf and Wroclaw. Web check-in is available on wizzair.com from seven days up to three hours 
before the scheduled departure time of the flight. The service does not impact on the rest of the boarding 
procedure: passengers are requested to present themselves at the boarding gate no later than 30 minutes before 
the scheduled departure time of the flight. Wizz Air introduces an airport check-in fee from 1st April 2010. Airport 
check-in purchased at the time of booking will cost EUR 5 and EUR 10 if purchased at the airport on the day of 
departure. The web check-in service is free of charge. 

 



A partir du 1er janvier 2010, RTBFi  sera par conséquent diffusée en direct (streaming) via Internet en Europe et 
partout dans le monde, à partir du site www.rtbfi.be. Vous pouvez par ailleurs écouter l’ensemble des chaînes radio 
de la RTBF sur le site www.rtbf.be.  
 
 

Social assistant training key to better social care  
 

 
Taking good care of social assistants is a guarantee for better care for the clients 

of social assistance. That is the premise of the project “Care & Quality for Social 
Assistants”, which started on the 1st of January as a cooperation between VFG (the 
Flemish Federation or Disabled People) and the Sofia-based REHA Association. 

The main aim of the project, financed by the Flemish Government, is to elaborate 
a training model for social assistants, thus giving them valuable expertise and a better 

quality of working conditions. The idea is to propose the programme for official recognition, in cooperation of the 
Bulgarian National Agency for Vocation Education and Training. At the same time a supervision tool will be 
developed to secure that the quality of work is maintained. After 24 months the project should have delivered a 
training programme for social assistants in process of official recognition, a supervision tool, 20 trained social 
assistants, 10 trained supervisors and general raised public awareness about the importance and quality of work of 
social assistants. Info: www.vfg.be.  
 
Fusion Embassy 
Festival with Belgian top-DJ’s on 9, 12 and 13 Febr uary in Sofia 
 
The Belgian Tim Gubel is organising a festival in Sofia starring Belgian DJ’s and 
Bulgarian talent. The festival is the culmination of a project, Fusion Orchestra, that 
started several months ago bringing together a Belgian DJ and 15 Bulgarian artists 

with different backgrounds. 
The first event , the “Sofia Fusion Rally”, will take 
place on February 9th in the Sofia Live Club. This is a 
competition for 5 Bulgarian fusion bands who combine 
Bulgarian folk with funk, reggae, jazz,… The winner, 
selected by the audience and a jury, will be able to 
perform during the other two events. 
The second event  on February 12th will be a live 
performance of the winner and the Fusion Orchestra at 
the studios of Bulgarian National Radio. 
On February 13th the grand finale is to take place with 
a concert by the winner of the Fusion rally, the Fusion 
Orchestra and a selection of Bulgarian and Belgian 
DJ’s. Among others, the Belgian DJ’s Endreece and 
Madrugadao will perform. Along with the concerts, 
there will also be an exhibition that will try to provide more background information on the 

origins of Bulgarian folk music and its original context and meaning. The event is supported by the Brussels Region. For 
more information, please consult their website: www.fusionembassy.com 
 

 
Job Offer 

 
The American company C3i in Sofia (www.c3i-inc.com) is looking for speakers of Dutch and French to 
work as “Level 1 Help Desk Analyst”: resolving incoming telephone requests for technical assistance on 
standard applications. Flexibility to changes in shift schedules required. Contact: Plamena Getova, 
Recruiter pgetova@c3i-inc.com , 02/489  81 95. 

 

                                                 ……..Agenda…….. 
 
Current exhibitions and events :  
* 26.01–20.02.2010: GreenCat Gallery , Arena di  Serdica, Residence Hotel. Exhibition Svetlin Nikolaev, 
“Sculptures, figuratively spoken”.  Open every day from 10.00 till 20.00. 2 – 4 Budapeshta Street, 1000 Sofia 
* 29.01-14.03: Design Flanders Gallery  (Kanselarijstraat 19, Brussels). Exhibition ‘Let’s stick together’. 
www.designvlaanderen.be, www.hetlabo.be.  
* Until 02/2010: Europalia China. Brussels and other Belgian cities, http://www.europalia.be 
* Until 07.02:  Max Beckmann. The collection of the von der Heydt m useum Wupperthal. Ghent, Museum 
of Fine Arts 
http://www.mskgent.be 
* Until 16.02, Let’s talk stones. Antwerp, Diamond Museum, http://www.diamantmuseum.be, 
http://www.alsstenenspreken.be 
* Until 21.02.2010 Delvaux 1829-2009: 180 years of Belgian luxury. Antwerp, MoMu Fashion Museum, 
http://www.momu.be 
* Until 23.02.2009: Room for art in 17th century An twerp. Antwerp, Rubens House, http://www.rubenshuis.be 
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Upcoming events :  
MUSIC:  
19-21.02: Boccherini in Primetime. Antwerp, AMUZ (Augustinus Music Centre), http://www.amuz.be 
02.03-02.04: Ars Musica (Festival for Contemporary Music). Brussels, different locations 
http://www.arsmusica.be 
 
 
James Ensor 
(February 2010 – March 2011) Ostend, Brussels and Ghent 
One of Belgium’s best known artists, James Ensor, was born 150 years ago. To commemorate this three museums 
are organising exhibitions to illuminate the various facets of this world-famous artist. Mu.ZEE in Ostend, Ensor’s 
home port, will present a world art historical view of Ensor and Ostend. The Centre for Fine Arts in Brussels will take 
a look at his oeuvre with the Flemish Art Collection. And finally, in Ghent, the Fine Arts Museum (Museum voor 
Schone Kunsten) and the S.M.A.K. will examine the relationship between Ensor and contemporary art in one joint 
exhibition. 
 
“Visiting Ensor” exhibition. 
13 February – 29 August 2010 
Ostend, MU.ZEE 
“Visiting Ensor” is an exhibition with and about James Ensor, seen from the eyes of his many guests. For the very 
first time mu.ZEE will bring together all the visual artists, writers, cineastes, museum directors and collectors that 
visited James Ensor. Besides his friends and fellow citizens there are visitors who travelled to Ostend especially for 
Ensor including, for example, Kandinsky, Nolde and Vuillard. They discuss politics, literature and art in the master’s 
studio and living room. In addition there are around 150 different activities planned both at mu.ZEE and elsewhere, 
including processions, productions and the opening of the very first centre for research into the life and work of 
James Ensor. http://www.muzee.be 

 
 
Happy Birthday Greencat – Svetlin Nikolaev 
The GreenCat Gallery  celebrates its fifth birthday in 2010. Having remained faithful throughout the years to 
promote starting artists or combining unexpected artistic expressions, GreenCat Gallery opens the year with an 
exhibition by starting Bulgarian sculptor Svetlin Nikolaev . Nikolaev graduated the Sofia academy for fine arts in 
2005 and has dedicated the last 2 years to learn to mould his works himself. This is a rarely controlled skill by 
sculptors, who prefer to bring their models to a bronze moulder, and gives Nikolaev full control of the creative 
aspects of making a sculpture. The exhibition in the GreenCat Gallery, Arena di Serdica, is the first public display of 
the artist’s works. The 20 sculptures are almost all unique works, made with the lost wax technique, numbered 1/1, 
some as tall as 150 cm, reaching close to monumental sizes. Although the artist is young, the works shows a  
surprisingly mature expressiveness and their presence is noted instantly in any environment. Nikolaev seems 
intrigued by human anatomy, twisting classical representations by taking them out of their usual context. In his 
works a finger becomes a leg, a hand turns to a two figure love scene and a nose may be a horse. Also the animal 
world inspires his creations. Horses, bulls, and dragonflies, appear as a single work or in the context of a male bust. 
In his world however, the animals are void of mythological symbolism, rather, as in the traditional European way of 
“Animaliers”, he shows them for their natural strength and beauty. Svetlin Nikolaev, “Sculptures, figuratively 
spoken” . 26 January, 2010 – 20 February 2010 . Open every day from 10.00 until 20.00. GreenCat Gallery. 
Arena di Serdica, Residence Hotel. 2 – 4  Budapeshta Street, 1000 Sofia. 

 
Nuremberg Chronicles (1493) on show in Sofia 
“Albrecht Dürer’s first steps”  
GreenCat Gallery – Crystal Palace 
14 Shipka Street, 1000 Sofia 
26 January 2010 – 28 February 2010 
 

From January 26 th onwards, unique renaissance works will be open to the public at GreenCat Gallery – 
Crystal Palace, located at Shipka street nr 14. The exhibition is part of a series of events planned in 2010 for the 5 
year anniversary of the gallery.. The Nuremberg Chronicles  are among the earliest printed works in the world, also 
known as the “ worlds Chronicles “. They gathered fame already during the Renaissance in Germany and Italy and 
may be seen every day from January 26 th till February 28 th from 09.00h till 19.00h . Only part of de Chronicles will 
be available to the public, notably section CXLIII  (143), including the 9 woodcuts  by famous engraver Michael 
Wolgemut , the teacher of Albrecht Dürer  between 1486 and 1490, when Dürer was still a teenager and whose 
woodcuts belong amongst the oldest known. Recent scholarship has shown that Dürer himself, together with his 
illustrious teacher and his stepson Wilhelm Pleydenwurff  were involved in the engraving and hand colouring of the 
works. Recently a direct link has been made between the woodcuts of the Nuremberg Chronicles and Dürer’s 
“Apocalypse” . Apart from the original Latin text of the work, amongst the 9 woodcut works, one may see, what is 
considered one of the earliest representation of the mythical King Arthur as well as the first king of France, Clovis. A 
portrait of Emperor Justinian is also part of the works. 


